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The Book of Acts

| SPirit & Mission ||

Week 1
The Work of the SPirit
Acts 1:1-11

Week 2
The Communitg of the SPiri‘c
Acts 2:1-47

Week b
Persecution: Stephen‘s Storg
Acts 6:8~7:] & 7:54‘~8:“]‘

Week 4
Power: Philip‘s Storg
Acts 8:26-40

Week 5
Transformation: Paul's Storg
Acts 9:1-19

Week &
The SPi rit of Acceptance: Peter's Story
Acts 10

Week 7
The SPiri’c of Adventure: Our Storg
Acts 1.8 & Acts 29



About this Series

When we think of the book of Acts, we come to a cluestion found in the very
title of Luke's second book. "The Acts of who?" Whose great "acts" do we find
in this storg?

hcgou read the book through (a Fairlg easy task as it's de{:initclg some of the
best story te”ing in the whole bible! you could imagjne, at first glance that it's
the "acts" of the earlg Church, the tenacious, courageous brand new followers
of Jesus Iistening to his call in Chapter 1, Verse 8, talcing on the task of being

Jesus' witnesses throughout the world.

However, hcyou look Forjust a little Ionger gou’” realise the story is
absolutelg, all about the acts of the Holg Spirit! In Jesus last words he first
says WAIT! Don't do angthingjust yet! Don't move, don't leave, don't do
angtlﬁing rash (not that these fellas and ladies would at this Point} but wait on
the Holy Spirit, God's power given to his People!

The story leads on from there! The Ho|9 SPirit arrives shortlg afterin Chaptcr
2 and then.... like a tidal wave the Spiri‘c starts moving through the earlg
Church and God's Peoplc hop on for the ride.

This series is all about undcrstanding exactlgjust how the SPirit moves in and
through us now as God's People. The story is all about two things, SPIRIT &
MISSION. The SPIRIT that moves in and through God's People, leads and
guicles them, comforts and empowers them ... to a MISSION that theg are
called to of witness tlﬁrough word and action to anyone and everyone who

theg meet.
The s’corg continues in us! We are God's People now and it's imPortant we
know and are reminded that this same tidal wave sweeps through us todag. It

it wasn't for this story, you would not be reacling this right now!

So enjog the ride as we explore the storg of the Acts of the SPiri’cl



WEEK1

The Work of the Spirit
Acts 1:1-11

STUDY QUESTIONS:
Jesus is risen! In our world toclag we find ourselvcsjust as the first clisciplcs did left with a
tas|< to accomplish as Jesus' Fo”owers. Toc]ag we are going to look back to the very 1Cirst

moments after Jesus ascended into heaven and look at what that task entails!
READ ACTS 1:1-11

1. Our adventure as the followers of Jesus begins right here in the beginning of Acts. After
Jesus' resurrection from the dead & before he rose to heaven, he shares that before this
adventure begins the clisciplcs must wait on a ghct from God called the Holg SPirit [v4]. As
you follow Jesus what does it look like to wait on this ghct? Do you ever feel like you're on

your own in this adventure?

2. What do you think the disciples were cxpecting of Jesus after his resurrection and how
does Jesus resPoncl to their question? [vé-71 Why do you think he says this?

3. The Holg SPirit seems to be a very imPortant Par‘c of evergthing that Jesus call the
clisciP!es to do. Does the Holg SPiri‘c take this high a Prioritg for you? Whg or why not?



4. Howdo you aPProach serving Jesus and obcging his command to Go and make clisciples

of all nations. Does the SPirit Pl89 a Part in how you witness Jesus to others?

5. Jesus ascends into heaven. Begoncl the fact this would have been awesome to watch,
the &isciples it seems, wait and wait for Jesus to reappear. Do you ever see oPPortunitg or

roblem arise but find goursehC waiting for the easy route or someone else to come in and

solve the Problcm?

6. Two men appear from nowhere and rebuke the disciples to get a move on. After
cvergthing that's haPPened for you in your adventure so 1Car, what have you done in
response? How can you take action this week to do all that Jesus calls you to”?

PRAY
Whg do you look uP? We find in the begirming of this storg that we are called to wait on the

Spirit but not wait on Jesus. We have work to do and we don't do it alone. Prag this week
that the Holg SPirit, the great ghct from God can fill you and shape this adventure, that as
you work for God you can recognize itis the SPirit that works through you.



WEEK 2

The Communitg of the Spirit
Acts Z:]~4‘7

STUDY QUESTIONS:

Locked away in a room in prayer. Quiet, afraid, unsure and uninformed. Something

hap ened which turned these worriers into warriors for Jesus. When the SPirit comes, it
calls the clisciples to share - share both a message to the world but also to share life
together. What can we learn about the Communitg that forms and what do we look like in

comParison?

READ ACTS 2:1-6 & 2:17-21 & 2:38-41
[Re-read the whole passage this week!]

1. Peter and the clisciples receive the SPiri‘c and it completelg Changes them! At one moment
theg are unsure and aFraic], the next theg are cha”enging Peop!e, sharing awesome news
and seeing many come to have relationship with Jesus. What was your first reactions and

expericnces when you became a Christian?

2. What can we learn about the Holg SPiri‘c from this storg?

3 How does this story make you feel? When you look at your own life as a Christian what’s
different?



READ ACTS 2:42-47

5. Draw what you see in this story below.

6. What is similar to how we gather as the Church now and what’s different?

7. What can we learn from how the earlg Church gathere&? What does it teach us about the

Holy SPirit’s imPact on communitg?

PRAY
The earlg church had it rightl The way theg gathercc] in Communitg and shared faith with

the world around them was incredible. Take some time this week to reflect on how you do
Church toclay. What can you change to ensure 9ou’rejourn69 is as full and rich and

cxciting and warm and loving as the earlg church?



WEEK 3

Persecution: Stepl'len‘s Storg
Acts 6:8~7:] & Acts 7:5‘]‘~8:‘]‘

STUDY QUESTIONS:

Stephen is first mentioned in chap‘cer 6 as a ‘Man full of faith and of the Holg SPirit.’ His
role in the church was to care Practica”g for the widows and the ncecly, and make sure no
one was overlooked or lcorgotten. It seems like a humble Position but God still worked
‘miracles and wonders’ through him. And the Stephen’s reliance on the Holg SPiri‘c changecl
church historg forever!

1. What did it mean to Fu”g five like Jesus in Stephcn’s time? What does it mean in our time?

READ ACTS 6:8 - 7

2. Stephen is constantlg |oo‘<ing for oPPor‘cunities to show Jesus to People. Even in the
Sanheclrin, the same Place where Jesus himself was unFairlg sentenced to cleath, he starts
to give a his‘corg lesson to the smartest and most learned People of the clay, to show them
that God is not limited bg builclings or structures or institutions. Are we also |oo‘<ing for
opportunities like Stephen was”?

READ ACTS 7:54 - 8:4



3. Stephen lived his whole and complete life for Jesus, from the time he became a believer
to the time he was killed for it. What are his last words? Who else said words similar to

those? Are we also able to Forgive like that?

4. The fact that Stcl:)hen didrt give up even when it all seemed to be against him, insPirec{
the rest of the church. Though thcg bcgan to be Persecuted and sca’ctere&, wherever theg
went theg continued to live for God. Just like Stephen, theg cared for the neeclg and were
full of the Holg SPirit. Could we take a stand for Jesus like that? When is it difficult?

5. How canwe have more courage and wisdom at those times? Who can we cle[:)encl on?

PRAY
Pray that the Holg SPirit would transform us to be more like Jesus, and gjve us courage to

take a stand for him bg caring for the needg and sPcaking with wisdom.

In many Parts of the worlc{, like North Korea, Somalia, or even closer to home in Parts of
Indonesia and China, it is still very dangerous to be a Christian. But Christians in these
Places still continue living their full lives like Jesus did, and like Stephen did. Where we have
the least power, the SPirit can work the most. God is not limited bg Persecution! Include

these Persecuted Christian communities in your prayers todag and this week.



WEEK 4

Power: Pl’]ilip‘s Storg
Acts 8:26-40

STUDY QUESTIONS:

Philip worked together with Stephen (from last week), caring for widows and nceclg and
making sure no one was overlooked or Forgotten bg the earlg church. But when Stephen
was martgrecl and the church scattercc], he left Jerusalem and God told him where to go
next. I’'m sure a lot would have been going through his head at this Point, but he continued
to listen to and obeg Gods Holg SPiri‘c. Meanwhile, God’s vision was for the whole world,

notjust Jerusalem.
READ ACTS 8:26-40

1. Do we ever limit God or his word? To one space, time, or context? Do we ever think a

cha”enge is too big for God?

2. When Philip hears the SPirit, he immecliatelg obegs. How can we hear the SPirit? i we
heard it, would we obeg like Philip did? What sort of things would the SPirit be te”ing us to
do?

3. Philip is able to explain the big story of the Bible; the Good News of Jesus, from a single
passage. How well do we know the big story of the bible? If someone asked you, could you
tell them the gospe! ina couple of sentences? Have a try!



4. Philip has no doubts about inc’ucling the Ethiopian into Gods Familg. And the Ethio[:)ian
has no doubts about committing to Jesus. Once he gets it, he doesn’t waste any time

declicating his life to God! Have we committed and given our full lives to Jesus or are we still

consiclering it?

5. The Holg SPirit s a suPematural giFt. If it can teleport Philip so that he cans serve Goc],
it can absolutelg help us do what we need to live for God! When do we ask the SPirit for
help? What is the purpose of the SPirit? Turn back to Acts 1:8 if gou’ve Forgotten.

PRAY

All this happened to heip one man understand Gods word. And it changed his life! God
cares about you and wants to he‘P you understand the bible as well. Pray that this week,
the SPirit would help you to understand and obeg Gods word like Philip did.



WEEK 5

TransFormation: Paul‘s Storg
Acts 8:26-40

STUDY QUESTIONS:

There was a young man named Saul that we met in Stephen’s story who adamantlg
Persecu’ced this small band of Jesus’ followers known as Christians. You could even say he
was the archenemy of the new Church (Rcad Acts 8:3). Toclag we are going to exPlorejus’c
what God’s SPiri’c can do to even the most radical enemy of God’s PeoPle.

READ ACTS 9:1-19

1. What do you feel about Saul’s fate at the end of t]']is storg after lﬁearing about all he lﬁad
done to the Church?

2. What does Saul’s experience teach us about God?

3. Saul has a miraculous encounter with Jesus, which results in his being made blind. What

dOCS Jesus sag to "‘llm and What WOUl(J 3OU C{O IF HOU were Saul? How WOUId HOU gCCI too”?



4. Three whole clags in darkness with no food or water. What other stories in Scripture

does this ex[:)erience remind you of?

5. it you were Annanias how would you feel being tasked with Fincling Saul? What ghct does
Annanias bring from God to Saul?

6. Reread VI15-16. What do you make of Saul’s task? Would you believe it? Does it sound
fun? What does Saul’s task teach us about our task as God’s People?

7. From your own memory, what do you know about Saul’s ministry after this time?

PRAY

This story is one of the most ludicrous and fantastic stories of how God can change
People. So often when we are in a situation we don’t know how to getout of all we feel we
can do is wait for something to change. Very rarelg do we feel it is us that can changc!
Saul, later known as Paul becomes a Founding father of Christian faith and yet he was an

enemy of God. Prag that God’s sPirit can transform you more and more to be like him.

READ ROMANS 12:1-2



WEEK 6

The SPi rit Of Acceptance: Peter's Storg
Acts 10

STUDY QUESTIONS:

Peter is ministering in the town of JOPPa, Preaching about Jesus and healir\g in his name

when he receives a vision from God. Meanwhile in the town of Caesarea there is a Roman
man named Cornelius ‘a God fearer’ who receives a visit from an angel who tells him to g0

and find Peter! Watch how God Changes the course of historg in this story.
READ ACTS 10:9-2%

. In Peter’s vision he sees all kinds of four footed animals, rePtiles and birds, he is then told
togo and kill. what do you think this vision means? What is surPrising about this?

2. God spoke to Peter when he was Praying. How often do you feellike God is sPealdng to
you through Prager? How do you find God sPeaks most to 3ou?

3. Whg does Gocl make things that used to be unclean clean? What has been Clcansecl?
What haPPens immecliatcly after the vision? How does Peter react to the newcomer’s

arrival?

Peter goes with the servants to meet Cornelius and find out what’s going on.
READ ACTS 10:50-48



4. UP until now on19 Jew’s were connected to God. What’s haPPcnec] in this storg? How
does this show that both Jew and Gentile are equal in Gods sight?

5. What is the Holg SPirit doing throughout this chapter with reference to speciﬁc events?

How can we see it in our lives?

6. What is signhcicant about Peter baptizing Romans who were uncircumcised? Read vs 28.
What is so momentous about this moment? What is the first thing theg do with the new

Christians?

7.Do you accept others who are different to you? What does the Holg SPirit teach us

about accePtance?

PRAY

In this chapter Peter is commanded bg God to Put aside Pre'uc]ice of food in order to allow
him to minister to Gentiles and gointo their homes without fear of disobeging God. We
often do similar things making up reasons why we cannot minister to others. Pray that God
removes barriers Preventinggou from being able to g0 and talk to People about Jesus and
what he has done. Ask for the Holg SPirit to invade Peoples lives in the same way as
haPPened for Cornelius’ household!



WEEK 7

The Spirit Of Adventure: Our Storg
Acts 1:8 & Acts 29

We have on]g made it lﬁahcwagl T]ﬁough this series begins part of the story the first
cha”enge for you allis to finish reading it! After Peter's encounter with Cornelius we begin
ajourncg sPanninggears as Paul, Peter and the other followers of Jesus continue their
joumeg, listening to Jesus' call from the very beginning in d’laPter 1, Verse 8 to be his
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth, and doing all of this

by the power of the Holy SPirit.

We've seen in these past weeks that this SPiri’c calls us to communi’cg, transforms, empowers
and leads us also to suﬁcering t]'lroug]ﬁ Persecution. It's a SPirit which accepts all, loves all,

cares 1Cor the Ieast and listens to the Iowlg.

Some questions for reflection:

1. How have you taken up the call to witness to Jesus?

2. Hasyour understancﬂing of the SPirit changed?

3. Has your relations]‘wip with the Holy SPirit c]’wangc&? Does he lead gou? Do you listen
to him?

4. What has been the most clﬁa”enging Part of exPloring this storg for 9ou?

READ ACTS 29

Haha! Tricked 9ou! The Book of Acts as you may have realised finishes at ClﬂaP’cer 28.

Take a moment to read throug]'] Cl’)aP’cer 28. You will notice it ends with Paul, imPrisoned in
Rome and awai’cinga trial before Ceasar. It's imPor’cant to notejust how signhcicant Rome
was at this time. Rome was tlﬁe caPi’cal omc the known world the centre o1c the Holg Roman

EmPire, the civilisation that oPPressed and ruled over many countries including Judea.

Luke is a clever author. Jesus' cha”enge in ClﬁaPterl to "be my witnesses, in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" was, you may have noticed

exPoundecﬂ ’chrouglﬂ this exciting s’corg! Check it out:



Cnal:)ter 2: Tneg wait in JERUSALEM until..... The Holg SPirit arrives.... Tneg share the
Gospel and numbers are added as more and more People believe. Tney live, love, share and

enjog the new life tneg have been givenl

CnaPters 3_6: Theg start discovering all that it means to be God's PeoPie, including the

cha”enges that arrive as tneg seek to coexist!

Cnal:)ter 7 Ste[:)nen is stoned to death! Persecution begins and God's Peol:)le scatter. Tneg
sPreacl out through JUDEA and now with Persecution all around God's People continue to
Faitnicung share their revelation.

Cnal:)ter 8: Pnilip appears in SAMARIA before neading south and encountering the
Etniopian eunuch. God's People break the borders of their homeland continuing to sPread
the Good News.

Cnal:)ter 9: The l:)ersecutor becomes the Protectecll Saul becomes Paul and begins his own

jOUY’I’ICg as a branc] new FO”OWCT OF Jesus.

Cnal:)ter 10: The doors are Hung open begoncl the Jews to the Gentiles as Peter realises
that God is all accepting, all loving.

CnaPters 11-28: (Go finish the book iicgou naven‘tl) Slowl9 at first and then faster and
faster Peter, Paul, Barnabas, Timotng, Luke himself and countless others @ with the SPirit
to Epnesus, Macedonia, Greece and all tnroughout the known world Fina”g enoing in
Rome, the Cal:)ital of the KNOWN WORLD!

From JERUSALEM, tnrougn JUDEA, SAMARIA and Fina”g to the very centre of the
KNOWN WORLD. Rome was for Luke "the ends of the earth.” A Fitting Place to finish his

storg, nowever, the storg continues.

We are that same Peo[:)le, that same Cnurcn, Fo”owing the same Jesus and filled bg the
same Holg SPirit. We write ACTS 29 as many faithful followers have before us.

will 9oujoin with them in writing the story?

Is your life shapecl 139 the SPIRIT and bg God's MISSION?



